ENGLISH   VOYAGES   TO   THE   CARIBBEAN

of our sins (I mean the sins of us who live here) this disaster has
occurred, it is not to be supposed that in Your Majesty's most Chris-
tian breast there will be lacking the warmth which is expected in
order that so holy a work may proceed; just as courage and valour
were not lacking in our general's heart to enable him to make the
most of the juncture which presented itself, when in an instant he had
to make a decision upon which hung the fate of all, whereby may
be judged his great astuteness and prudence. Had he acted other-
wise than he did, it would have been the greatest temerity, since he
was eye to eye with death, as the saying goes. It would be a lengthy
and tiresome business to seek to furnish Your Majesty with a de-
tailed account of matters which without such are usually inferred,
and I will conclude by saying that having in Fort San Juan lost the
papers of the accountant's office and the funds from the deceased
persons' estates which were in my charge, this represented nothing
more or less than the culmination of my poverty and other persons
fared as badly, having trusted solely in that fort. In truth, there was
no other place as strong. The royal officials, my colleagues, and I
have resumed the work of our offices ...

... San Agustin in Florida, July 12, 1586.

Sacred Catholic Royal Majesty

Your Majesty's most humble servant and vassal kisses Your
Majesty's royal feet.

Alonso Sancho Saez (Rubric).

Document No. 481
[Pedro Menendez Marquez to the Crown, San Agustin,
July 17, 1586]
(P-1)                                        t
Sacred Catholic Royal Majesty . . .
... As reported to Your Majesty in my other despatch, copy2
enclosed, the corsair left here on June 12 and on the xyth entered
M. de L, 147-6-5 (4), Indiferente General 1887. I pliego, original; duplicated,
Copy in 54-2-4, Santo Domingo 126. Enclosing copy of Menendez MarqueVs
instructions to Vicente Gonzalez to go to Spain with news and demand for relief,
of the same date as this document.
In A. de /., 54-2-4, Santo Domingo 126, there is a similar despatch, dated July
16, Men&idez Marqu6z to the House of Trade, with which the present document
went forward. A resume" exists in 2-5-2/21 (51), Patronato 266.
2 Not seen.